
 

HAVE YOU PRACTISED DYING? 

Have you considered what would happen if you met your demise on the way home from work this 

evening?   

Would your family know where your will is kept?  Would they know where your assets are held?  Or would 

there be chaos?  You may know exactly where assets are invested but does your spouse or your 

investment adviser know?  

According to David Knott of Private Client Trust, most people are methodical and precise in their business 
lives but often pretty haphazard with their personal affairs.  “Documents of title and investment reports 

could be scattered anywhere in the study, the office and all points in between.” 

After death, your executor needs to take charge of all assets, investigate and settle all claims against the 

estate and give transfer of the residue of your estate which could include fixed properties, vehicles and 

investments to the rightful heirs in terms of your will.  

“Try to imagine the wasted time if the executor cannot easily ascertain where all these details may be,” 

says Knott.  “With most investors now also having funds abroad, the search for assets becomes more 

complex unless you have kept reasonable records.” 

“Obviously, having your investments and tax affairs managed under one “umbrella” by a company such 

as Private Client Holdings helps to keep everything together and allow for a seamless transmission of 

information to the executor who can then swing into action without delay.” 

However, Knott advises that for those people who manage their investments themselves, you must keep 
all the details of your assets and investments in one place – along with other important documents, such 

as ante nuptial contracts, title deeds, motor vehicle registration certificates, orders of divorce, lease 

agreements and the like.  And let your spouse or executor know where to find these documents in the 

event of something bad happening to you. 

“The sooner your executor can confirm investments and settle taxes and other liabilities the sooner they 
can distribute to your heirs and allow them to gain finality and get on with their lives,” concludes Knott. 
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PRIVATE CLIENT HOLDINGS IS AN AUTHORISED FINANCIAL SERVICES PROVIDER (LICENSE #613) 

Private Client Holdings has taken care to ensure that all the information provided herein is true and accurate. Private 
Client Holdings will therefore not be held responsible for any inaccuracies in the information herein. The above press 
release does not constitute advice and the reader should contact the author for any related concerns. Private Client 
Holdings shall not be responsible and disclaims all loss, liability or expense of any nature whatsoever which may be 
attributable (directly, indirectly or consequentially) to the use of the information provided. 

 


